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Introduction

Data on ‘Language spoken at home by Ability to Speak English’ were derived from the U.S. Census
Bureau’s 2008-2012 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimates. The data includes only
population 5 years and over who have the ability to speak a language. This data is collected in an effort
to measure the current use of languages other than English. The ACS collects information from a large
annual sample of approximately 3 million housing unit addresses and therefore provides more reliable
statistics. The usefulness of the self-rated English-speaking ability question was established in the
1980s.

Respondents were instructed to print the name of the non-English language spoken at home. If the
person spoke more than one language other than English, the person was to report the language spoken
more often.

City of Houston

English-speaking ability varied widely among the speakers of the top ten languages spoken in the City of
Houston. The top ten languages spoken in Houston are: English, Spanish, Viethamese, Chinese, French
or Creole, Urdu, Arabic, Hindi, and Tagalog (Philippines) and Korean.

The Census Bureau distinguishes the ability to speak English between “Very Well” and “Less Than Very
Well”. In Houston, the “Less Than Very Well” category ranked numerically are, Spanish, Viethnamese,
Chinese, Arabic, Urdu, Korean, French or Creole, Hindi, and Tagalog (Philippines). Those who speak
“Less Than Very Well” category varies between 397,429 persons (Spanish) being the highest and 1,551
persons (Philippines-Tagalog) being the lowest. The higher proportion indicates that they have a huge
difficulty in conveying information clearly in English from normal conversations to obtaining assistance
from non-profit organizations, Government etc.

Recommended 5 Languages based on numerical rank are (Speak English “Less than Very Well”):
Spanish, Viethnamese, Chinese, Arabic and Urdu.

Language Spoken at Home (Other than English)
City of Houston

Speak English

"Less Than Very Speak English

Well" "Very Well"
Spanish or Creole 397,429 332,099 729,528
Vietnamese 21,584 11,701 33,285
Chinese 13,521 10,765 24,286
Arabic 3,324 5,256 8,580
Urdu 2,783 5,090 7,873
Korean 2,498 2,174 4,672
French or Creole 2,486 7,959 10,445
Hindi 2,041 6,162 8,203
Tagalog (Philippines 1,551 5,434 6,985




